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Transport can provide the road to success
Talk to any business anywhere and it won’t be long before the subject of access and connectivity come up. They are vital elements to the economy, so no surprise that it is a regular topic within Bath Chamber of Commerce, as Executive Director, Ian Bell, explains.

Good transport links are not just something that’s a “nice to have” – they are critically important. Look at places around the UK or elsewhere in Europe where there is economic prosperity and you can be virtually guaranteed that they have excellent transport systems, with modern public services for moving people around and efficient routes to allow deliveries to be made and goods collected and distributed.

So what have we got ? A beautiful City with a streetscape that is not easy to travel around in a vehicle, some distance from the motorway network. It presents challenges but should not be a cause for despair because a lot of work, thinking and planning is going on to improve matters and so assist the private sector in growing at a time when we know the public sector will be squeezed.
First and foremost in the list of priorities comes the Bath Transportation Package. It has proved controversial, but it would be nothing short of a tragedy if the funding for the Package is lost. The Chamber of Commerce has consistently put its head above the parapet and spoken out in support of a project which will increase the capacity of park and ride facilities around the City and begin the process of creating a rapid bus route. Both of those will make it easier for people to park their cars and then travel by bus into the centre, reducing congestion and improving air quality.

The Chamber would also like to see the opening hours of all those park and rides extended, both later in the evening and also on Sundays, the second busiest trading day for many retailers.

Bigger park and rides would help reduce the number of vehicles coming into the centre but other ideas are also being considered within the Civitas project, which is increasing the size of the car club and helping with the provision of both pedal and powered bikes for hire. Another element is to establish a depot, probably close to the motorway, where large lorries could leave their loads which would then be consolidated with other deliveries and brought into the City in smaller, possibly even electrically powered, vehicles.

When this was tried in Bristol it was very successful, proving popular with retailers and reducing the number of big lorries going into the Broadmead Centre. In Bath a good number of retailers have already expressed an interest in becoming involved with a scheme, which could start in the autumn. We are optimistic it will bring benefits to Bath.
More difficult is the proposal to restrict vehicle access in the City centre at certain hours in the day. It has certainly been employed in other towns and cities and the concept is fine. However, the devil is in the detail. How do you deal with perishable goods ? Is it reasonable to in effect enforce an increase in staffing costs on small businesses who would not routinely have people on the premises much outside opening hours ? We have kept up a dialogue with the Council so far and will continue to do so.
Another topic for our regular conversations is any proposal to change routes in the City, and currently there are two of those on the table. 

One is the plan to close off Pulteney Bridge to buses and taxis. Our members are concerned that this could lead to increased congestion on North Parade. We had proposed an alternative, narrowing the roadway and widening the footpaths and so making it more comfortable and convenient for pedestrians. We will watch the planned experiment very closely.
Second, is a proposal to prevent traffic turning right into Dorchester Street from Manvers Street. There is a fair degree of alarm at this plan and members have not been convinced that the pain to traffic would be outweighed by the gain to pedestrians. There would be a real danger that, in conjunction with the Pulteney Street closure, the London Road and the A36 would become regularly jammed which would be bad for residents, visitors and risk choking the fragile recovery we are all striving to deliver. 
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