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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Gloucestershire Chamber of Commerce Chief Executive set to retire
GWE Business West [1], has today announced that the long serving Chief Executive of Gloucestershire Chamber of Commerce & Industry [2], John Cripps, is set to retire on 10th September.
John, 71, who has been with the Chamber for 20 years, has made significant impacts during his time with the Chamber and was recently named as one of the most influential business people in Gloucestershire by the Gloucestershire Echo.  John was instrumental in the merger of Gloucestershire Chamber with GWE Business West in April 2010. 
“John has led Gloucestershire Chamber through its development and has been a major asset to the Chamber throughout the past 20 years” said Nigel Hutchings, Director of Chambers of Commerce, GWE Business West.  

“John played a major role in securing the future of the Chamber through its merger with GWE Business West.  I would like to thank John for all the support, hard work and commitment to the interests of Gloucestershire over the last 20 years.”
John Cripps said: “I am very proud of my achievements for Gloucestershire, but I feel the time has come for me to leave and I am looking forward to challenges in other areas.”

Suzanne Hall-Gibbins has been appointed as the new Director of Gloucestershire Chamber of Commerce and Initiative.  Suzanne joins the Chamber from Business Link where she was Area Director, previous to this Suzanne spent several years in the private sector and has held positions at director and Chief Executive level.  
Nigel said “Suzanne is perfectly placed to hit the ground running in this role having spent the last 5 years working with some of the leading businesses in the county.  She has a strong understanding of the local business community and will be a great asset in moving the Chamber forward.”

Suzanne Hall-Gibbins said: “The tail of this recession threatens to be long and businesses are still facing tough times ahead.  We need to be working together, collaborating and exploiting all of the opportunities.  The government see Chambers as the conduit to business; it is absolutely the right time to be a member of the chamber.  Gloucestershire is a great place to do business and I am looking forward to ensuring that Gloucestershire Chamber has the right mix of services to add value to our members.”
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Note to editors

[1] GWE Business West 
GWE Business West exists to help provide an environment in which business can thrive and prosper. It is a private company with a public, business responsible purpose. It delivers an extensive range of business to business services. Acting on behalf of its members and customers, GWE Business West is a powerful voice for the business community across the Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, Gloucestershire, Swindon and Wiltshire region, with strong roots in each of its local communities.
Our business activities focus on:

· Chambers of Commerce and ‘Initiative’ activity - Bristol, Swindon (Initiative), Bath and Gloucestershire
· Direct business to business services 

· The delivery of public and private sector business support contracts on behalf of other organisations

GWE Business West operates from offices in Bristol, Bath, Swindon, Midsomer Norton and Gloucester.
www.gwebusinesswest.co.uk
[2] Gloucestershire Chamber of Commerce

As part of the GWE Business West Ltd group, ‘GWE Business West Chambers of Commerce’ is the network of Bristol, Bath, South Gloucestershire and Gloucestershire Chambers of Commerce. It is an active business community with over 300 members in the Gloucestershire area.
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