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David Trigwell

Bath and North East Somerset Council

The Guildhall

Bath 

By e-mail

7.12.09

Dear David,

Members of Bath Chamber of Commerce have reached broad agreement on a need for a number of elements which they believe, when taken together, will help grow the local economy in a sustainable way. The creation of wealth is the essential foundation upon which all policies and strategies rest and which in turn will benefit the whole community.

There is a consensus that it is right that growth should be concentrated on Bath and that once this was successful there would be a natural ripple effect out to other parts of the district. However, there is concern that the Core Strategy must not be simply a wish list but also include elements which suggest ways in which the changes can actually be delivered.

In particular the Chamber is supportive of the following 16 elements:

1. Provision of modern office space in central Bath in the context of mixed use neighbourhoods

2. Space for businesses start and grow

3. Improvement to the transport infrastructure

4. Improve the public realm to produce an attractive environment whilst retaining the distinctive character

5. Promotion of the area as a place of entrepreneurial spirit, a centre of excellence for all knowledge based businesses, not just concentrating on the Creative sector, but including environmental technologies and modern manufacturing which offer higher salaries.
6. Create a reputation as a place which is open for business and helpful to inward investors, for example by delivering planning decisions in a timely fashion and promoting better co-operative working between Council Departments and other Agencies

7. Rebalance the economy to a point where it is less reliant on the public sector during a period in which there will be a squeeze on local authority and health spending

8. Continue to work towards a quality tourism and conferencing offering 
9. Assist existing businesses

10. Ensure an appropriate balance in retail between independents and multiples

11. Find new ways of delivering suitable, affordable, sustainable housing to help reduce commuting

12. Encourage more students to stay to live and work in the area after graduation

13. Promote the re-use of unrequired space in Georgian houses for residential occupancy alongside policies to provide replacement office floor space

14. Assist the rugby club to remain in the heart of the City

15. Tackle deprivation

16. Make greater use of the riverside

We have been grateful for your personal efforts and those of other officers, to fully engage with the Chamber in this process and we very much look forward to continuing a constructive debate about these important matters.

Yours sincerely,

W. Ian Bell

Executive Director, Bath Chamber of Commerce.
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