Bath and North East Somerset Council Public Realm and Movement Strategy

“Creating a Canvas for Public Life”

Summary for Bath Chamber of Commerce and Initiative


Introduction: The document is currently in draft form and will be made public in September, when it will doubtless be available on the Council website, although, since it runs to more than 130 pages, members may find a summary useful.

Overview: The document paints a picture of how Bath could look in the future and it sets out some general ideas of time scale. However, it does not attempt to tackle the detail of funding and delivery, but rather raises questions and lays out the challenges facing both the local authority and the private sector.

Background: The main, underlying theme is that 21st Century Bath can learn from the lessons of history. The thesis is that the City has improved itself before and can do so again. In the late 18th century, when Bath was described as “the most admired City in Europe”, there is said to have been a shared sense of ambition to tackle four key issues, which are still relevant today, by:
· Tidying up the streets

· Opening up public spaces

· Improving the quality of the pavements

· Restricting vehicle access
Aspirations: The strategy proposes that over the next 20 years Bath be turned into the UK’s most walkable city, with a network of pedestrian friendly streets and spaces, encouraging people to explore the whole city centre.
The City should be designed to attract younger, innovative and creative people who will be needed to sustain its future economy by making Bath a vibrant, confident and highly distinctive City.

Funding would come from the local authority, landowners and developers, Bath Package and other public sources such as Growth Points Funding.
Priorities: The strategy suggests that a first phase be put in place over the next 3 to 5 years which would:
· Improve the North/South spine Milsom Street to SouthGate

· Enhance East/West access along Cheap Street and Westgate Street
· Resurface pavements in natural stone
· Install high quality street furniture

· Open up access to the riverside path 

· Design an effective wayfinding system 

Proposals: The document suggests that the Council should:

· Review the way the City centre is managed in the light of the creation of Future Bath Plus.

· Create a detailed action plan and develop a Bath Pattern Book – the basic tool for future design.
· Commission a study on wayfinding

· Produce sub-strategies for public art, the river, lighting, parking, trees and woodland.

Already in play: Progress is being made on a number of important projects, which will have an effect on public realm and movement are 
· Greater Bristol Bus Network – £42m to be spent on showcase bus routes 

· Bath Package - £54m for a modern, integrated and easy to use public transport system.

· High Street and Orange Grove already earmarked for a £1m project from the Bath Package

· Civitas – almost 4 million euros from the European Commission with another million from the Council and other partners to radically improve transport by exploring options.

Quick wins: A range of activities could be started immediately at relatively low cost:

· Run a de-cluttering initiative to reduce superfluous street signage

· Improve public toilets

· Improve cleansing

· Improve management of rubbish collection

· Improve maintenance 

· Develop programme of cultural and community activity

· Improve facilities for cycle parking

Next phase: Among the potential recommendations which could be included in the next five-year Local Transport Plan running through to 2016.

· Demand management  

· Scheme for A36/46 which would remove most HGV’s from Cleveland Bridge 

· Relocation of coach park 
· Possible improvements to signal system will increase rail capacity

· 20 mph zone in city centre

· Expanded rapid transit system

· Out of town delivery transhipment facility 
· Studies to explore closure of up to three sides of Queen Square, closure of Pulteney Bridge to buses and taxis, experimental closure of Milsom Street, timed deliveries to businesses, improvements of facilities for the mobility impaired.
Questions: Whilst individual members will be encouraged to respond individually, a group response will be made on behalf of the Chamber and Initiative as a whole. To assist with that, it would be helpful to gather answers to the following:

1. What is your overall reaction to the concepts outlined in the strategy ?

2. Do you agree with the main aspirations set out in the document ?
3. Do you support the priorities ? If not, what other alternatives would you suggest ?

4. Do you accept the four proposals ?

5. Are you content with the list of proposed quick wins ?

6. How do you react to the proposed timescales ?

7. How should the funding be generated ?
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